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burl is a round growth found 
usually on the bottom of a  
tree, filled with small knots 
and an iridescent grain that 
swirls like smoke. Burls are 

likely the result of stress or genetic ab-
normality suffered by the tree itself, 
and they’ve been prized by woodwork-
ers for millennia. Since the 19th century, 
burl wood has been associated with luxury 
items: adorning everything from humidors, 
specialty book covers and the dashboards 
and side panels of high-end automobiles. 
The problem with burl wood is that it’s dif-
ficult and expensive to harvest and mill, 
and is of such an unruly and asymmetrical 
shape that it is a real challenge to preserve its 
charm while trying to fit it into to the right-
angled world of furniture design.

John Koletic, proprietor of Koletic 
Designs, has dedicated himself to the 
seemingly impossible task of making 
elegant furniture pieces that manage to 
retain the natural edge of burl wood. He 
also designs pieces using large planks of 
wane edged timber (the unfinished bark 
edge of the wood). The results balance 
traditional craftsmanship, clean design 
and the rustic irregularity and beauty 
found only in the natural world. “What 
we’re known for is using the bark edge or 
wane edge of the wood, and fitting that 
edge into a design that is contemporary,” 
Koletic observes.“It’s refined rustic – it 
doesn’t look cottage-y, like that kind of 
rustic furniture that was popular in the 
’70s where the wood was chunky and fin-
ished with thick, horrible varnish that 
makes it look plastic. We do something 

completely different.”
Koletic moved into woodwork after 

years of employment as a precision instru-
ment technician, working for firms like 
Spar Aerospace and most recently Nor-
tel. In the mid-’90s, he began investing 
more and more time into the hobby of 
woodworking, following his fascina-
tion with burl wood, using it initially to 
make clocks. At the time when layoffs 
were imminent at Nortel, Koletic already 
had the basis of business established, sell-
ing these clocks and other small items 
through gallery shops and boutiques.

“I see the clocks as a kind of transition 
work, in so far as they contained precision 
instruments which was the world I was 
coming from, but also utilized this wood. 
I initially thought that the clocks and 
other kinds of giftware like candlehold-
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